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THE WATCH,
JAMES KITSON.

CHAIN AND FOB OF

Relics from the past are not
always to be found in Museums,
quite often family heirlocoms get
handed down the generations,
eventually becoming historically
significant in their own right.

One such fascinating Heirloom
shown to to thaose attending the
Inaugural meeting in Liverpool
an the 10th.June, and was again
made available for inspection by
OLCO members at our first Dinner
at the Bell Hotel Swindon, is in

the posession of our Chairman,
Mr. E.F. Clark (or E F C., as he
is affectionatly known to most
of us by now.}

The Fitson family tree is

peculiarly complex and the Watch
seems to have passed through the

hands of many Uncles and
Great—uncles to the present
owner .

It is not strictly contemporary
with LIGN, the case being
Hallmarked London 1845, The
makers name, James Wales, Leeds
and Number 315 will give a more

precise dating when time permits

researching the matter a bit
further.
Interesting to note that within

six years of
Todd, Fitson &
partnership, James Kitsan
become prosperous enough , not
only to own a Gold Watch, but
have his intials JokHL,
monogrammed inside the case and
possibly order a somewhat unigue
fob to accompany it.

Not being Hallmarked it 1
impossible to date i1t precisely,
but there can be little doubt
that the last direct descendent
of the family in firm, J.K's
grandson, Col. E. Kitson—-Clarke

the breakup of the
Laird
had

There is also the intrinsic
evidence that the Fob is
intended to represent the
crank—axle of, if not the LION,

then a very similar locomotive.

The arrangement of the bearings

clearly indicates an outside -
frame inside - two cylinder
locomotive. Also it has the

feature that the left-hand crank
is leading. This 1is one of
LION's many unusual features
since most later steam
locamotives nearly always had
the convention of the right-—hand
crank leading.

Conijecture and speculation are
nc substitute for solid research

ettort, but often the most
trivial item can form the basis
of a hypothesis which may be

worth tryving to prove.

One cannot help wondering if all
six of the T,K & L. engines were
left—-hand crank 1leading, and
whose idea was it to create the
Rt.—hand convention ? and when 7
Certainly Sephensons patent is
filed with Left leading cranks.
Was this the Dwg. J.K. gave to
the goldsmith who cast the Fob
for him 7? Hence the fact it
rezsembles a LION-type crank is
simply fortutious, or could it
be that, David Laird having left

the Airedale foundry in 1842, ,
Kitson with three years
prospering on his W, was
conciously having a memento of
the vears in which his
prosperity was founded made for
him 7

Wwe may never know, but it is a
most delightful model of a
Crank—axle, suitable in size for
an (00 gauge model.

Replicas of it would make ideal
Cuff-links and/or a brooch for

the Ladies. A most appropriate

wore it reqularily. "badge" for members of OLCO.
©
Do we have any members zZkilled in investment casting ?
Ccpie=z need not be in gold of course, but sven sales of Pewter
Dﬁés would help 0OLCO  funds along, 1988 1s going to be an
expensive year'!
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b  hypothetical appearance with
existing boilor;  4-6"driving wheels ; buffer height odjusted lo 3-0°

Liverpool & Manchester Rly. O-4-2 locomdlive no.57 Lion
N&628
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