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Lionsmeet 2008 at Butterley — It's That Man Again!
Perhaps you could win the Mike Parrott Memorial Trophy?ys- page 10
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Cover Story, by John Hawley

Jon Swindlehurst wins again! Is there no one who caeatrthis very successful and consistent performer8rdicg to my
records, Jon has won on no fewer than five timekate —

1997 at Peterborough; 2007 at Bristol
2003 at Erewash Valley; 2008 at Butterley.
2006 at Southport;

If Jon wins this year he will equal the record set by théate Mike Parrott, who won in

1989 at Cheltenham; 1994 at Frimley;
1990 at Runcorn; 1995 at Sutton Coldfield
1991 at Falconwood; 1996 at Bristol.

Sadly, Mike died on Boxing Day, 1997, at the young age of 39,rasudt of an industrial accident. The Chairman’s Trophy
customarily presented to the 5" gauge Lionsmeet winnes pnesented to his wife, Suzy in perpetuity. Hence tleegiiven to the
current 5” gauge winners’ trophy.

So, come on folks — the challenge is on!

The Editor’s Bit, by John Hawley

I've had several goes at getting this issue out and eaelsbmething has cropped up to divert my attention. Hemy&ionsmeet
2009 is nearly upon us and | do want you all to be awatrte Bhis year it is to be held at York (full details ®s). | regret that
this issue is arriving on your doormat so close tcethent, but | hope you can make it and | look forward &nggyou there.

Primarily a competition, Lionsmeet is run each yeadi#ferent locations (we don’t have a track of our pwh is a good
opportunity to meet like-minded people and also to haveladbthe way other societies plan and run their layddssy clubs
suffer severe restrictions on space but find ingenioys veovercome them. Furthermore, if you are thinkihigudding a Lion
or are part way through a project and are stuck, then atong and talk to us — we may even be able to help you!

With this issue of Lionsheart I'm almost up to date.férsas I'm aware, the only topic not yet reportedsothe AGM 2009 and
perhaps the Harrogate 2009 Exhibition, which will be deéilt im the next issue. If you know of any items outstagdie, letters
you've sent in but have not been published, etc., pleasee know.

| have to apologise for errors and omissions in theissue:

The photos on pages one and two were by Cardiff Modelnergihg Society member Trevor Bailey, not by Haffyewen as
stated. Trevor also produced the Youtube film of Harrg@'sest.

Page 12 stated, under ‘OLCO Constitution’, that said documastenclosed. Well, it wasn't and neither is it witle current
issue. It was issued to members in 2004 and | don’t waltirten the poor old postman unnecessarily. If you wouldolites
please contact me (details on back page).

There were various spelling mistakes. | frequently sgaadt contributions and run Optical Character recognitver them
(OCR), but errors can sometimes arise. | should doradsie proof reading.

One thing | am concerned about is the cost of produciogshieart. My current printer, an Epson Stylus Color 6@@fisng a bit
long in the tooth. The ink is expensive and it printsvBlpoften missing out pages, so | have to stand by anskrit. The quality
of photo reproduction is poor, for which | apologise. Als& tends to bleed through the page, which is why yatrisaue was in
‘Draft’ mode only (except page one). For this issue Mehgarinted each page just once onto a separate shéanished mode,
then gone to a copy shop and printed all copies double $ttietbcopiers do not bleed through, since they depositnge as a
dry powder, which is then fused to the paper. | think Ips@aters work this way too, but I'm told that laseryers, though cheap
for lots of text printing, produce poor colour images. Byycghops are expensive and I'd rather print at home. I danit to go
to expensive photo quality paper just to prevent the bleddlgoncand gone are the days of my employment when Léawskvas
produced gratis in vast quantities with the enthusiasticwitting assistance of British Industry!

So, does anyone have any ideas for producing good qualisfeigass on standard 80 gsm paper?

Welcome to New Members
We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:
Mr G K Bullock (Norfolk)
Mr C Davies (Porstmouth)
Mr W Fearn (Nottingham)
Mr C Sheppard (Bristol)
Mr R B Wrenn (Isle of Wight)

Sadly, though, we bid farewell to John Beddard and Lionaldviige, who have been with us for many years. We wish
them well and thank them for their interest and support.






LIONSMEET: INFORMATION, 2009.
WHAT IS IT?

Lion, at its last steaming in 1988, was the oldest wgrkteam locomotive in the world. Built by Todd Kitsordd. airds

in Leeds in 1838, it has had two major restorations andvsin storage at Liverpool following several yeansdisplay at
the Manchester Museum of Science and Industry. OLG®OOtH Locomotive Committee, is a group founded in 1925 to
secure the restoration of Lion for the centenarthef Liverpool and Manchester railway, and reconstitine@d985 to
support further restoration for Lion’s sesquicentenaridas.

Lionsmeet is an informal annual gathering of all thegh an interest in Lion in all its manifestatioasd gauges. All such
persons are cordially invited to bring their locomativim any gauge, finished or not, and any Lion memaeathiey may
have to the event for display or demonstration. Thdtde a competition, limited to 3%2", 57, and 7%" gaugegiers, to
establish the hardest working Lion(s) based on the umeaent of work done by the engines during a ten minute The.
track will be open to those wishing to practise from 1@u®0and the competition will commence at 1.00pm or thergab
Period dress is optional. Prior application is unnecgsbat further information is available by emailed resjue OLCO
representative Alan P Bibby, email alnbby@yahoo.cdell)1254 812049.

VENUE AND ARRANGEMENTS

Lionsmeet is hosted this year by tiierk and District Society of Model Engineersat their track site at Dringhouses,
York on Saturday % August, and we record our thanks to the club for making thatk and services available for the
event.

Theground level 7% gauge track is about 1560 feet long and runs through woodlanddboth the clubhouse and the
elevated track. Thelevatedtrack is laid for 3%2” and 5” gauges and is about 1100 feet longs Idchted adjacent to the
clubhouse.

The track is signalled, but the signals should not interiéth the competition. However, signals must bepked since a
red could signal an opening in the track or an obstructibe. ground level track is not signalled at presentgeAeral
speed limitof 8 mph applies and lower speed limits may apply. All markeddspmits are to be observed in the practice
sessions and competitionCompetition rules will be posted up for the event, as will aNgtices to Enginemen and or
local rulesin force at the time, and it is each driver’s respaitigi to familiarize himself with these. An expenieed
footplate man must accompadsivers under the age of 16 Personsinder the age of terare not permitted to drive.

Facilities will be provided for thelisplay of static modelsand exhibits, which are cordially invited. Any pre 1850
material, not just Lion memorabilia, will be mostle@me.

Tea and coffee will be provided by the club, but food bdlthe responsibility of attendees. The nearest dotlets/cafes
are on Tadcaster Road, a short walk from the trackienthere is an excellent fish and chip shop.

Accommodation The club does not feel able to recomnsgrdific accommodation and it is recommended that those
proposing to stay should seek advice from York tourist mé&dion office or from the Internet.

OLCO does not carry insurance cover of its own s@aiticipants must be covered by the normal club puladtuility
insurance.

Directions: For those with satnav, the nearby robd Pastures is postcoded YO24 2JE. The clubhouse phone rismber
07749 408215.

Important PS from LIONSMEET Co-ordinator, Alan Bibby:

“I have been informed of a road closure affecting theéte to the Lionsmeet venue. Referring to the
map (See page 3 above), the bridge that takes St Heledsdwer the railway will be closed from 9am
on the Saturday morning. So, instead of continuing throlwgTesco roundabout on the A1036 to the
traffic lights, you must take the second exit, ie thie &ker the store entrance, and go along Moor Lane
instead, then work your way around to the track, hopefully the aid of your satnav.”



MINUTES OF THE 24" ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AT THE OLD LOCOMOTIVE
COMMITTEE HELD AT THE LION TAVERN, MOORFIELDS, LIVE __RPOOL, 17" MAY 2008.

Welcome by Chairman

The Chairman, Mr John Brandrick welcomed attendees to thinmeshich started at 2.00pm.

N.B Jim Fearn writes that this pub is a grade 2 libtgittling and one of Robert Cain’s Victorian gems.eXtravaganza of
etched/stained glass with magnificently carved weaad beautiful tiling. It displays a few very old fpiees/drawings of
Lion.

Present:

A Bibby (Lionsmeet)

J Brandrick (Chairman)

E F Clark (President)

J Fearn

J Hawley

J Swindlehurst (Treasurer and Membership Secretary)

Apologies:

J Coop

J Ford

H Frowen
J Griffiths
A Lloyd

J Mills

P Pritchard
W Stubbs

Minutes of the Twenty Third Annual General Meeting:

The Minutes of the Z3AGM were approved. (Proposed J Hawley; Seconded J Swinslighur

Matters Arising:
The Chairman apologized for the incorrect spelling of E Fk@&aname in the previous Minutes.

It was pointed out that of the six replica Liverpaold Manchester carriages constructed at Derbyéf930 celebrations,
only two, a first and a third were in the possessibhiverpool Museum. The other four being in the iN@aal Collection
and not as stated all in the Liverpool Collection.

Chairman’s Report:

| am going to start on a negative note and onetwisiof great concern to me and doubtless to alhtémbership and that
is the absence of Lionsheart. | had hoped that thet&in would be resolved last year when John @rifkindly
volunteered himself as Editor, but sadly he has fduntelf busier than ever since retirement with Hosological work
and other duties and has had to step down. Wetlstitefore do not have an Editor for Lionsheart. Camioation is
obviously vital in a society with a far flung memb@msand | am particularly concerned for our memhersparticularly
our newer members who must be wondering what OLCO is all abouttaidhey are getting for their money.

I know from personal experience that producing Lina@st, whilst very rewarding, is also a lot of workt e do need
someone with the flair to make it an attractive atichulating newsletter. That also involves the masttip generally to
supply articles of interest for inclusion. Lookifgdugh back issues, there were lots of interestemgst We do not want
Lionsheart to degenerate into merely accounts of the AGMLiandmeet, important as these are.

On a much brighter note, | believe OLCO is actuallynglowvell. We have had another successful stand atapor
engineering exhibition, at Harrogate and, as at AlexaRdéace last year, it proved very enjoyable for éhparticipating
and it is readily apparent that there is greatrésiein, and affection for Lion nationally. Many p&ogmre still building
LBSC's version and there is growing interest in 7 ¥ Lions.



| am gratified that the policy of having an OLCOegence at major exhibitions, following on from Johrwi¢g's
pioneering efforts at the Bristol show, has beenessfal, not only in bringing OLCO'’s existence to tiiemtion of all who
are interested, but has also increased our membelshiuld like at this stage to record my thankshose members who
assisted, not only for your support, but also yourdgoompany, which made it so enjoyable. Neverthelesshoald
appreciate the commitment both in time and experseighnvolved. Personally, | feel we should contitoettend some
of the exhibitions, not just model engineering, but perhaps sbihe full size steam festivals.

Our membership now stands at 60. (Though that inclsde® who are yet to renew) The geographical distoibwf our
membership is interesting:

North West (Wirral, Cheshire, Lancashire, Merseyside) 23
West Midlands

East Midlands

Yorkshire

East Anglia

Greater London (within M25)
Hampshire, Dorset

South West and South Wales
Isle of Man

Scotland

USA

Canada

South Africa

RPRRPRPRPOWNWNDNO®

Another success is Lionsmeet. We didn't quite equalvihtage turnout at Brighouse in 2005 for the 2007 Liorsrae
Bristol, but it was very successful for three reasdfisstly, Alan Bibby's excellent organization (includirchoice of
weather), the members who turned up with their Liomg finally the warm welcome and hospitality of twsts at Bristol.
The only detraction was the sudden loss of Bristember David Caseley three days afterwards. David aonumber of
excellent photos of the event which hopefully, will appeatuinreport.(Well, er, No, not yet, but perhaps in issue 66 — Ed)

This year’'s (2008) Lionsmeet will be at Butterley andgjag by the number of extra fliers | had to print floe Harrogate
exhibition last week there should be plenty of interest andfatisitors — so plenty of Lions please.

Last year | spoke about what direction OLCO shoulddiéng. Our stated objectives in the constitutios, drbelieve, as
relevant as ever and no change is required. Norfdel Ithat the format of our two main events, AGMitvts Lion and
Lionsmeet need change. But what else should OLCCoimg?2 Well obviously we should be enjoying what weadd | am
sure that is the case but as we now have littletipehénvolvement with the full size Lion as we did the 80s when she
was being steamed, it seems to me that OLCO shauldcabe a major source of information on Lion both $ize and
miniature. Much has been written already by membersbhotCharles Taylor-Nobbs, and | scarcely need merdtaim
Hawley's significant contribution with the drawingand on which Harrye Frowen has based his 7¥%" gaudeagp
hopefully to form the basis of a kit. Whilst all tkesfforts remain the intellectual property of theieators, OLCO can act
as a channel for information and assistance, acfaitaring house, especially for modellers. Judginghe enquiries we
received at the exhibitions, there is a need for this.

An OLCO website, long overdue, would be instrumentathis. We have discussed this in the past and | litop&l
become a reality soon.

We have discussed in the past the question of acatibl, either by OLCO alone, or in conjunction witiverpool
museum, to replace the Yellow Book, probably of a meehnical nature especially of use for modellersis & an
ambitious venture but it would be wonderful if thisres€OLCO’s significant, authoritative contribution dme subject of
Lion.

Well, I'm sure that is enough food for thought and hopefullystimulate useful discussion.

It remains for me to thank the various officera0dfCO for their support and it is a truism that aogiety is only as good
as the participation and enthusiasm of its members.

| would like to thank Sharon Brown, Curator of Lafichnsport and Justin Garside-Taylor, Chief Conserviar making
themselves and Lion available to us today.

Thank you — John Brandrick



Treasurer's Report:

Membership has continued to grow slowly and now stand®abut this year will be a testing time as
many 5 year memberships are due for renewal.

Financially OLCO has had a quiet year with little attj both income and expenditure are down but
the interest from the deposit account is well up from £7lh 72007 to £105.63 this year. The overall

balance now shows £5002.98, an overall increase of £138.25.

Jon Swindlehurst - Treasurer

OLCO FINANCIAL STATEMENT for year ending 31/03/2008

INCOME 2008 2007
Subscriptions 90.00 220.00
Deposit acc. Interest 105.63 71.71
Sales receipts 0.00 49.50
ME Ex. 0.00 50.00
Bristol Ex. 0.00 0.00
TOTAL 195.63 391.21
EXPENDITURE
Lionsmeet exp. A.Bibby 0.00 15.73
Donation to Bristol MES 25.00 0.00
Cost of producing Lionsheart 23.00 45.29
engraving 2005 0.00 8.00
engraving 2006 0.00 6.50
engraving 2007 6.50
Chairman’s expenses 0.00 5.00
Secretary’s expenses 0.00 14.60
Treasurer’s expenses 2.88 3.63
Exhibition expenses 0.00 19.21
AGM notification 0.00 16.00
Don Kennedy expenses 0.00 47.00
TOTAL 57.38 180.96
NET PROFIT 138.25 210.25
TRANSFER (cur. to depos.) 0.00 400.00
ASSETS AND LIABILITIES
Cash at bank: Current Acc. 249.40 227.40
Cash at bank: Deposit Acc. 4716.26 4610.63
Cash in hand 37.32 26.70
5002.98 4864.73




Election of Officers:

There were no nominations for Chairman, Treasuréiamsmeet Coordinator. The following were re-edelct

Chairman John Brandrick Proposed — A Bibby Secordkfearn
Treasurer Jon Swindlehurst Proposed - A Bibby Secondddawley
Lionsmeet Coordinator Alan Bibby Proposed — J Brakdric Seconded — J Swindlehurst

Jim Fearn offered his services as Secretary ancleated. Proposed — A Bibby Seconded — E F Clark
John Hawley offered his services as LionsheartEdihd was elected. Prop — A Bibby Seconded — J Fearn.

OLCO attendance at future exhibitions:
John Hawley was unable to arrange a stand at Bfsttthe 2008 exhibition because of family commitments.

Attendance at the Model Engineer Exhibition at Aseets discussed noting that Jon Swindlehurst's Roclet w
entered and the proximity of some of our members lptalassist.

Alan Bibby was keen to attend Harrogate.
Next Year. Shepton Mallet Exhibition also discussed.

OLCO website

The Chairman had identified someone who could set welesite for approximately £500. Jim Fearn felt it could be
done much cheaper and cited his (Wrexham) club who pay Eqg#h as part of a Wrexham council website. He
suggested OLCO might be part of Liverpool Museum’s webghe Chairman agreed to investigate this.

Further discussion regarding website title and contantuding contact email address of key members sendices,
eg castings, drawings, etc.

Any Other Business:

Lionsmeet To appear on main agenda for AGM in future.

Venue for 2009 to be arranged (possibly Quainton Road Rafleatre).
Arrangements for 2008 at Butterley, including directidissussed.

E F Clark stated that ‘Titfield Thunderbolt’ Christeneards were still available.
Future AGM venue. Lion Tavern felt to be successful artalsle for next AGM.

The meeting then closed.
Visit to Liverpool Museum Store. Juniper Street. 17.5.08, by JohBrandrick.

Six OLCO members visited Liverpool Museum Store in Jurf§isget, on Saturday 17" May 2008, prior to attending
the AGM in the afternoon. We were pleased to be goineE.F. Clark’s wife, Yvonne. Liverpool Museums h&ve
warehouses in Juniper Street, Bootle. Warehouse Naurffastunately not accessible to the public because otliHeal
and Safety Regulations on account of poor lightingtUfately Lion is situated in Warehouse No. 2, whiched lit.
Sharon Brown, Curator of Land Transport, and Justisi@aTaylor, Chief Conservator in charge of Lioereithere
to welcome us, and our thanks are due to them notfangllowing us access to Lion, but also making tredves
available for our visit.

Justin gave an account of the work in hand on Li@wsmetic restoration which largely consists of mend
anything that has become damaged. The wooden béeledicg needs to be re-varnished, and the paintwork,
particularly that on the wheels, is in a bad statéhe Paint is being laboriously scraped off the wheels for
repainting, and samples of the paint are being usedtta good colour match. Justin’s assistant is relseay

the correct colour through the NRM. Presumably Creveel @sshade of green as near as possible to that used
by the LNWR for its locomotives before they were padnblack. Lion looked very different minus her splashe
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and coupling rods. She was standing on sufficiemftheaf track to be pinch barred backwards and forwaods
that John Hawley could measure her valve travelifina rather shorter than the theoretical value] ba is
now busily investigating why this should be the case.aWait his finding with interest.

We repaired to the Staff Room and gathered roundatiie for Sharon Brown’s update on the New Museum of
Liverpool where Lion will eventually be on display astatic exhibit.

The Museum will have four galleries telling the stofythe Port of Liverpool as a “global city” and it€luence

on the world. The first section will show the ngang landscape from the ice age onwards. Otheiossawill
display the history of the early settlers and theide with Ireland, the tides in the Mersey, howck®owork, and
Liverpool's part in the Industrial Revolution. Lion Wibf course be one of the major exhibits and will be
situated so that she can be viewed from various grigtdading from above. There will be a continuous visual
display outlining the history of Lion, and it was sagtgd that this might even include a reference tGOLThe
remaining Liverpool Overhead Railway Motor Coachlwvié displayed appropriately on a mezzanine floor
above the main display in a reconstruction of a tystation. Sadly there will be no room to display rielica
Liverpool and Manchester Railway Coaches which wesed for the centenary celebrations. We suggested that
a model of a typical period train might be situated nika full size exhibit. In addition there will be alleotion

of railway signals on display to commemorate the ufacturers associated with Liverpool such as the Rgilwa
Signal Company of Fazackerly. Sadly however, theille net be room for much of Liverpool's collection,
especially the sole surviving Mersey Railway LocowetiCecil Raikes, now in a very poor condition, and
whose restoration is obviously going to be long andresige.

I think we were all happier with what we heard thésary compared with the proposed display of Lion that we
saw previously which | felt looked most inapproprialdie Museum is due to open in November 2011.

All too soon it was time to leave Juniper Streetr&vel into Liverpool for the AGM. There seemed hgralhy
time to get a good look at Lion, but should any memtiieh to have access to Lion, this can be arranged by
contacting Justin Garside-Taylor on Tel. 07900 828837 andllhdowiis best to arrange access.

It is likely that we will have access to Lion agaiext year at Juniper Street, but thereafter the situaitess
sure as Lion will be moving into the New Museum somefamor to its opening.

The party travelled into Liverpool to Moorfields tbet Lion Tavern for the AGM. The Lion Tavern is a
wonderful Public House and is a Grade Il Listed Buildinthe accommodation for our meeting is not ideal in
that there are no private rooms, but we occupied a gjaed alcove well away from the Bar area which ihas
addition to some interesting prints, a lovely frangrdwing of Lion signed by Hewitt Beames who was in
charge at Crewe in 1930 when Lion was being restoreetking order. We were provided with an excellent
buffet lunch by the Landlord, John O’'Dowd, who made wstmvelcome, and the general feeling was that we
would like to go back there next year.

After the AGM John Hawley, Alan Bibby and | walkedwdoto the waterfront to see the New Museum taking
shape. The framework is already complete, givingripression of a huge amount of steelwork for a nedbti
small volume compared with say the Royal Scottish Mosé Edinburgh which has a wonderful expanse of
exhibition area, and is a delight to be in. So fearinot say | am impressed, particularly as the credonred
stone which will be used to clad the outside accorttinghe Artist's impressions looks so different frahe
grey Cunard & Royal Liver Buildings nearby. Perhapsemwit is finished and with an imaginative display
inside | might change my mind.

Following this there was an opportunity to go to thelkr Art Gallery to see a special show of Art ie #ge
of Steam as part of Liverpool's City of Culture celelarzs.

The show was very good and well worth a visit. Imtipalar there was a viewing area showing excerpts fro
films involving railways, including as you would expegtclip from the Titfield Thunderbolt.

Overall it was an excellent day out and | look foravéw next year. There is much to see in Liverpool by mot
come to next year's AGM and make a weekend out of it.

John Brandrick
Post Meeting Note:

Sharon Brown, Curator at Merseyside Museum, has kaidshe would like to meet with OLCO members to
hear our views. The decision has of course alreaely tade that Lion will be on static display and wdt be
steamed again in the foreseeable future, so despit@eas on the subject this is not an issue for discnsaio

the AGM. Nevertheless | am very pleased that OLG@psit should be considered of value. So please have a
think about how you would like to see Lion displayed.



Lionsmeet 2008 (Butterley Park), by Jan Ford

Lionsmeet 2008 was held at Butterley Park Miniature Railen Saturday, 26-Jul-2008. The railway is within
the Midland Railway Centre site in Derbyshire. Itswat for most of the day, with only brief showers.

We were, as usual, made very welcome by the host cldbtamas a most successful gathering. The format
followed the usual pattern, as outlined in the postethi® event.

The writer was, once again, ‘volunteered’ to be tfiecial observer of the dynamometer car readings and
enforcer of the competition rules. Alan Bibby proposedtite ‘Dynamometrist’ for this role, but | rathergber
‘Dynamometrix’. This year, we had seven contestantsix 5-inch ‘Lion’ models. By convention, the pravs
year’s winner runs first; the order of the remaingutestants is determined by drawing lots. Eachaams for

10 minutes.

Jon Swindlehurst: Jon elected to haul three bogie coaches in additiothe obligatory dynamometer car
(once again, kindly loaned for the occasion by GaridifClub, through the good offices of David Neish). In
addition to the Driver and Dynamometrix, he eledtethke four adults and two young people as load.

Richard (Southport Club): Richard took the same three bogie coaches andafivits (plus Driver and
Dynamometrix) as load. This was the first outing ted tocomotive for some time following boiler repaibsit
Richard’s Work Done was within 5% of Jon’s figure.

Martin Reeve (from the Host Club): Martin agreed to substitute a 4-wheel driving trofiey the leading
bogie coach (to provide a more effective train bralajng a load of 2.5 bogie coaches and five adults (plus
Driver and Dynamometrix) as load

David Neish: David ran with the same 2.5 bogie coaches and adbacddults and a young man (plus Driver
and Dynamometrix). The young man was David’'s grand8muglas, giving three generations of the Neish
family in attendance.

Andrew Neish: Andrew then took over his father's engine (perrditiey the rules provided no other
competitor objects). He added a coach to give 3.5 wogiehes and a load of 4 adults and Douglas (plus Driver
and Dynamometrix).

John Mills: As John started his practice run, the bumping and baengeen locomotive and train indicated
that all was not well. Observing the locomotive frtima side, there seemed to be a serious valve tipnoigem.
John returned to the steaming bays to see if repauk quickly be effected (again, permitted by the rules
provided no other competitor objects). Sadly, as Wweadher feared, repairs would require some disassembly
and John retired from the competition.

Bill Stubbs: Bill took just 1.5 bogie coaches and an initial loddLadult (plus Driver and Dynamometrix).
However, suffering some adhesion problems, Bill ‘droppled adult and carried out his competition run with
Driver and Dynamometrix. The locomotive became ‘witide couple of times, each time necessitating a pause
for a ‘blow-up’.

Alan Bibby verified and announced the results themAtam Butterley Park formally returned the Winner's
Cup to Jon Swindlehurst, who will thus be required tospalhe Cup for a further year! And so, another most
enjoyable event came to a close, thanks to theteftiirAlan Bibby and the excellent arrangements madallby
the members from Butterley Park.

Results:

Run Driver Loco Owner Distance Run (ft) Work Dondlifi)
1 Jon Swindlehurst Jon Swindlehurst 6,410 52,500
2 Richard ? (Host Club) Richard ? 5,620 50,480
3 Martin Reeve (Host Club) Martin Reeve 4,530 41,200
4 David Neish David Neish 5,460 46,100
5 Andrew Neish David Neish 5,500 49,000
6 John Mills John Mills Retired
7 Bill Stubbs Bill Stubbs 2,520 8,200
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Obituary: Alan McKirdy

Sadly, we have to announce the recent death of Mizidirdy, a past Chairman of OLCO. E F Clark writesttie
and Yvonne attended the funeral in the beautifulyL&tapel at the east end of the famous and enorpetish
church, Holy Trinity in Long Melford on Thursday' May at 2.15 p.m. E F writes “The Rector who took theiser
gave a good, but concise eulogy which outlined Aleatger - which had remained a bit of a mysterydstrof us in
oLco.”

We reproduce below the eulogy delivered by the RevFléars, the Rector of Long Melford. He was ably stesi by
Chris Grout who was Alan's assistant for many yeard to whom he has left his organ business. We ah m
indebted to them for granting us permission to print theviatig:

“Alan was born at Staines in Surrey in 1926. He was thenseaf two boys born to Lochart and Gladys McKirdy.
His father was a captain in the merchant navy, sgent long periods of time at sea. Alan, his brothidiisi and his
mother lived in Staines where the boys attendedal school. Later, Alan went to be educated aleblaiy boarding
school, where he attained the higher school catifi Sadly, at the end of this time, his bratiest from meningitis.

Alan joined the army towards the end of the waingldis preliminary training at Lanark, before jomithe Royal
Engineers at Preston. He always spoke well ofitnis in the army, but declined the offer of Officexining, leaving in
his early twenties as he had secured a place at arclitectiege.

However, Alan decided that a career in architectwais not for him and instead went into the theattde joined the
Windsor Repertory as a stage manager and occasionallyatentall acting role. Touring the country with vaso
productions was an enjoyable and enlightening equer for him, the highlight being a trip to New ¥owith a

production of Macbeth.

Alan had always done small woodworking and resimmgbbs in his spare time and greatly enjoyed prakctvork, so,
although he enjoyed theatre life, he decided toupein business as a cabinetmaker, with a workshop in Highga
doing individual commissions and antique restonatiblowever, some years later and still living withd now supporting
his mother in Staines, he decided a better incoaserequired, so he joined a firm of insurance lvsokethe city.

He had always been very fond of™@ntury arts and architecture and it was his aambtb live in an 18 century house.
He realised this, by moving, with his mother, to ah déhtury mill house in Witham, Essex in the early sixtiesjrauting

to the City every day. Whilst there, he got invdive many community activities, including local government gas
councillor), a gramophone club, and the local operatic society llged opera and attended many concerts in
London. He was also a good cook and liked entertaining, gimargy fondly remembered dinner parties.

He loved the church and was a great admirer ofcthhildings, and from an early age, often attendeds§uMass.

He also had a great passion for pipe organs, $878, after his mother died, he set up a busiress argan builder and
restorer in Long Melford, where he lived and worltedthe next thirty years. He worked on numerousathorgans,
including making the entire casework for the Johnsman in Malmsbury abbey. There was also major restorati
work on several splendid i@nd 14 century chamber organs, barrel organs, furniture aret &eyboard instruments.
One of the chamber organs was sold to Rudolph NurapevAlan had a chance to reacquaint himself with New York
whilst installing it in his apartment.

During this time he got involved with another greassion, steam engines. He joined OLCO, a sociedytofisiasts,
who supported Liverpool Museum in maintaining aadning Lion, the second oldest working steam locaraah the
world. A highlight of his time with them was when he was introetl to the Queen during a steaming event at
Crewe in 1987.

Alan was an excellent craftsman, with endless patienmtd a great eye for detail. These qualities woulgubeo
good use when he later transferred his attention to makin@ture keyboard instruments and pieces of furniture
for serious collectors of 2scale miniatures. Many pieces were commissionediicate full sized pieces owned by
private collectors and museums. He exhibited at vartmssseach year, including some in America, gaiaimgputation

for fine quality craftsmanship. He also did some workshopAmerica, teaching miniaturist enthusiasts some of
his skills. Since the early fifties, Alan had beededicated motorcycle enthusiast and used bikesisapreferred
means of transport, often surprising people who didn't know Ihy turning up in full black leathers, boots and
helmet. To add to his air of individuality, he enjoyed taking snuff, asight these days.

A man of many interests, who, even into his eightsill had great plans and projects, Alan will beembered
for his generosity, boundless enthusiasm and optimism, asileceible skills by all those who knew him.

He was a unique individual.”

(Editor’s note: Can anyone confirm for me whether or not Alan was a Joint Founder Member of OHE®®)s a

colourful character, with many interests and an all consuming passion for riding about the cidentrysis beloved BMW
motorcycle. He had developed a system of reproducing, in model form, the wooden lagging on Lion’s boilee. ifidgw
never know the secret....). Alan ran an organ repairing business in Suffolk for s@arsahnd | was once privileged to see
some of his work on miniatures — a very finely detailétistle pianoforte, complete with working castors).
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Lionsmeet 2006 (Southport), by John Brandrick

Lionsmeet 2006 was kindly hosted by Southport MES. It wsrtumate that we clashed with events
elsewhere, and consequently David and Andrew Neish wersleuto come from Guildford, and our
friends from Brighouse were also unable to attend. Qumsdly there were only 4 visiting OLCO
Lions, augmented by one from the home club. It was Isaidthe OLCO turnout was so poor because
the Southport people had gone to a lot of trouble on olalfbe A large number of their members
turned up to see us, the Press attended, and also a n@ntiedocal Videography Society to record
the event. Also the Clerk of the Weather was unkinasitg us with the threat of rain during the day,
although it did not actually do so.

Southport’s track is very pleasantly located not famfthe sea and in association with the local Model
Yacht and Boat Club. The larger of the 2 tracks has @sl@md a double track section in between. It is
1700ft. in length. The track is steel. The Club has a aygdbinted Club House, and we were very well
looked after during the day from the point of view ofesfiments.

Unfortunately, we were not able to use the Guildford ddyameter Car this year, and the Warrington
one was substituted which seems to have given our ladmsrd time. Bill Stubbs came all the way
from Tiverton and took advantage of the morning prag&ssion which gave us some intimation of
difficulties that lay ahead. He was soon struggling andtbacduce his load. John Mills, last year’s
winner, who had an excellent run at Brighouse also stedgghd sadly had to retire as time was
running out. Bill Stubbs had better luck and carffe Richard Spencer from the home club carfle 3

very closely behind Bill. Jon Swindlehurst did very weelild was a convincing winner despite having
only returned from holiday in the early hours of thairning. His performance was not affected by
lack of sleep or jet lag. Fortunately Jon does not tagd.ion on holiday with him, otherwise the

result might have been different. Alan Bibby bought Lt along but decided not to run as he had
plenty to do to run the event, particularly in view lod tvarious difficulties we experienced.

Charles Taylor-Nobbs presented the Mike Parrott Mexhofrophy to Jon, deputising for our
President, E.F. Clark, who was unable to attend. Tfierefollowing the formal proceedings, various
Lions got up steam again and took to the track. Surprisaigheemed to do better this time, including
Jon Mills Lion which performed more like its usual séliter fires had been drawn and ashpans
emptied we transferred to a nearby Pub with our hostshat kindly ordered bar meals for us.

Despite the disappointing attendance it was a very dipyay, and our thanks are due to Southport
MES, and in particular to Gwendoline Baguley who co-otdithiethe event from the Southport end.
Finally, thanks to those OLCO members who attended thigir Lions. | was particularly pleased to
see Bill Stubbs who had travelled all the way up fromeiton to be with us. | would like to thank Jan
Ford for once again taking on the all important task wighDynamometer Car. She is now our official
Dynamometerist. Last but not least, thanks to AldsbBifor organizing the event. It does involve a lot
of work both beforehand and during the event itself, afah Aoped very well with the various
problems which were encountered on the day. Alan hallykprovided the statistics for this year’s
competition, and has also provided some interestingnigton of Lionsmeet winning performances
over the last 20 years right from the initial Lionsimi@el985. It is interesting that there is such a wide
variation.

Results:

Run Driver Loco Owner Distance Run (ft)  Work Dondlifi)
1 Jon Swindlehurst Jon Swindlehurst 6,182 29,010
2 Bill Stubbs Bill Stubbs 5,100 16,080
3 Richard Spencer Richard Spencer 3,659 14,920
4 Dee Spencer Richard Spencer 1,756 6,690
5 John Mills John Mills 624 2,090
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Photo — Jan Ford

Lionsmeet 2006 at Southport
Once again Jon Swindlehurst is presented with the Mik@®&lemorial Trophy!
Snippets, by John Hawley

You will by now have gathered that some of the itemthis issue are a bit out of date. Well, it’s partly
because we had no Lionsheart newsletter between Nsir6BeiApril 2006) and 64 (December 2008),
so a lot of news didn’'t get reported except via the gofmdtefof our Chairman John Brandrick, who
had no medium through which to contact members. | hopethat I've caught up with all your news,

but do contact me if there is anything outstanding. ldezeone or two items:

Congratulations to John Mills

John Brandrick wrote in December 2006: “Congratulationdaion Mills who won this year’'s LBSC
Memorial Bowl Competition held at Sunderland. Whatevearbf@ms John experienced at Lionsmeet
there is clearly not much wrong with either locometier driver. John and his Lion are proudly
displayed on the front cover of Model Engineer No. 4284.”

Jon Swindlehurst wrote in September 2007: “Although | wa®blart® go to Ascot (2007), | believe
John Mills got a silver medal and an award for his Lioh

Help Wanted

| have found a note, probably from Secretary Jim Fesaying that a Mr D F Austin asks if anyone
would be prepared to manufacture a Lion crank axle for pimasumably in 5" gauge. Tel: 01270
874721 (Stoke on Trent).
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John Brandrick wrote in December 2006:
“Thank you to John Hawley

| had a very nice letter recently from Harrye Frowarrye is building a 7 ¥4” gauge Lion and wrote to eggr
his appreciation for the huge efforts that John hadenpaeparing very detailed drawings of Lion. | wolite
to acknowledge the very significant contribution thabn had made to OLCO in this respect. When | e
this to John he very modestly said that it was #g8srencouragement to produce them that really stiedilat
them. So thank you Harrye for your kind comments, @ad for your more recent letter about wagging bananas
These are of course the rocking arms that trandmeitmotion to the valve spindles.  Members requiring
information on the 7%2"gauge item will find it at:

http:/homelsces.co.uk/model engineers digisal workshd®hank you Harrye for this information.”

(Editor’s note: | can’t find this web site. Perhaps it is now albdewn. Any ideas Harrye?)

Letters to the Editor:
Dear Ed, From Harrye Frowen.
R.E. Lion 7 ¥4” Gauge Replica

In reply to Lionsheart number 64 Dec 2008, the number of fayutkis build were recorded as 5565 hours from
start to steam just over 4 years, a further 150 hours spemat scaling John Hawley's full size drawings ef th
loco, and a further 70 hours recorded on the tenderhayl€s Taylor-Nobbs. The scale is at 1/7.8 *. The wheel
patterns were made about 40 years ago. All the othes pegtmade by fabrication, casting or machined from
solid. It would be possible to reduce the build time byiegsn lost wax as many hours were spent fabricating
the horn infills, axle boxes, crosshead pumps, note Hreseanded left and right.

John Hawley and | started to have some of the peses cut. There are loco Horns, Gabs Rods, Spegiatés,
spare at present. It was my intention to produce #okition, and as there was no interest in the ptdjéave
now moved on to building William Hedley's Puffing BillThis is sad in a way after all the time John légw
spent producing all the drawings.

John Hawley replies: Don’t worry, Harrye. | don’t in any way begrudgetitne spent on the Lion drawings. It
is a long and continuing process and | see no end to it yet. In fact | amarkimgvfeverishly on the footplate
and cab rail drawings, again in response to stimulation from a modeller.

* The reason we chose this scale was explained in Lionsheart Number 82084)

If you would like to see Harrye’s Lion running on aee the 11 minute video Lion Loco |, dated 21Dec07 on
www.youtube.com/watch?v=61YVSxaZ8Us.

There is a 6 minute update — Lion Loco Il, dated 29Feb08 vaw.youtube.com/watch?v=EjtRd48QCnw. Be
careful with those upper and lower case characters!

Editor's Contact Details

If you would like to contact the Editor on any issua@sed in this newsletter, or for any other reasioa details
are below:

Mr J P Hawley

Rock House

Downside Tel: 01275 472023
Backwell

Bristol Email: ringjph@talk21.com
BS48 3DH
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