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David Neish
Photo 1. David was one of our founder members at that meeting in the History Teaching Room of the Merseyside County
Museum on Sunday, 10th June, 1984. He arranged the first ever Lionsmeet at his home track of Guildford in 1985, which he
won. Here he poses with his 5” gauge Lion and the ‘Curly Bowl’, presented to him on 2nd September, 2012.
Photo originally submitted by David Neish for LH75.
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Photo 2. David’s LIONsPOWER Dynamometer System
From left to right: Rear of Lion Tender; The Pull Device; Speedometer;
Electronics & Display Box. The black knob is nowt to do with it! It’s a brake.
Photo originally submitted by David Neish for LH71.

Where?
Hereford
When?
Saturday, 28th July
Who's Going? We’re all going to Lionsmeet
See page 2.

1

Welcome to New Members

by John Hawley

We extend a warm welcome to 3 new members:
Mr Ken Cottle, of Lincoln, who joined at the Doncaster exhibition. Ken has recently started building a 5” gauge Lion;
Mr Anthony Dawson, who was elected honorary member during the AGM.
Mr Andrew Hobbs, of St. Neots, who's building a 7¼“ gauge Rocket but hopes to start a similar gauge Lion soon;
Miss Magda Olczak, of Chellaston. Magda has 5”gauge Lion to LBSC design.
Welcome to OLCO everyone. We hope that your membership will bring you benefits and items of technical interest. We look
forward to meeting you (and current members) at forthcoming events – the next one is Lionsmeet at Hereford – see below and
Dates for your Diary on page 7. I hope you will find time to contribute a few notes to this humble journal in the fullness of
time – please take time to read the Editor’s Contact Details on the back page to get a feel for how notes and pictures should be
submitted.
But, sadly … we have to say goodbye to Founder Member David Neish, who died on 5 th April. David had been a very active
member of OLCO since its inauguration in June 1984. His 6 times Lionsmeet winning 5” Lion was awarded the Curly Bowl in
2012. He was OLCO Chairman from July 1992 until May 1997. we extend our sympathies to his family.

Lionsmeet 2018 – an introduction

by John Hawley

OLCO has no permanent base. No track. No equipment. No lathes, mills, brazing and other tools. We are simple a world wide
group of people with a common interest – the Liverpool & Manchester Railway locomotive Lion. So how do we run our
locomotives? Well, almost all of us are members of our local model engineering club(s). These clubs do have tracks upon
which we can run our locos. Most are of a variety of gauges: 3½”, 5” and 7¼” being the most common. The first two gauges
are mainly elevated tracks, whilst the 7¼” is almost always ground level, quite often incorporating 5” as well. Very often there
are supporting facilities like workshops, boating ponds, meeting rooms, etc., thus providing modellers with most of the
facilities they need.
However, OLCO members sometimes need to meet on common ground, both to meet each other and to run and discuss their
locomotives. Thus we have a get together at a host club, usually by invitation. To try to balance the travelling distances
somewhat, we try to alternate between north & south locations (It used to be of Watford, but I think that datum went long ago).
Meetings used to be of a competitive nature, but are now far more informal and less stressful, both for drivers and for their
steeds. Last year we were in Leyland. This year Hereford is the choice.
Andrew Neish is our official organiser and he sends these details:

Lionsmeet 2018 – Hereford SME – Saturday 28th July

by Andrew Neish

An opportunity to meet up and run models of ‘Lion’ and other early 19th century locomotives.
Lionsmeet is an informal annual gathering of those with an interest in Lion in all its manifestations and gauges. The main
purpose of the meet is to allow OLCO members and other interested parties to exhibit models of Lion and other pre-1850
locomotives and, where possible, to enjoy running them on an unfamiliar track. This year the Hereford SME have agreed to
host Lionsmeet on Saturday 28th July from 10:00 at their site at Broomy Hill.
Locomotives of any scale are welcome. Passenger-hauling facilities consist of a raised track of 3½" and 5” gauges and a
ground level track of 5” and 7¼” gauges. An indoor display area will be available and we invite visitors to bring models
(finished or under construction), drawings and railway memorabilia relating to Lion, other early locomotives and the Liverpool
and Manchester Railway. There is also a Gauge 1 railway which may be available for those with an Aster Lion or similar.
Who’s Invited?
OLCO members, of course, and anyone with an interest in railways of the first half of the nineteenth century. If you’re
thinking of building a model of Lion, please come along and take a look; maybe even have a drive (subject to the owner’s
permission). If you’re building a model, bring it along and discuss your project with someone who’s been there already.
Location
Hereford SME’s site is located adjacent to the Waterworks Museum on a road called Broomy Hill which runs westwards from
the centre of Hereford along the north side of the River Wye. Postcode HR4 0LJ will get you close. Please see the HSME
website for a map and directions and other information about the society: www.hsme.co.uk
Track and Facilities
The HSME raised track of 3½” and 5” gauge is a continuous circuit of 800ft of steel rail with a maximum gradient of 1:150.
The track is supported on a 9¼” wide structure at a minimum of 13” above ground level, with anti-tip rails located 9” below
rail height and 12” across outside edges. The ground level track of 5” and 7¼” gauge is steel rail in a continuous circuit with
inner loops at each end. Total track length is around 5000ft with a maximum gradient of 1:80. Steaming bays for both tracks
have 12V DC and 230V AC electrical with a compressed air supply available at the ground level bay.
Boiler Certificate and Insurance
Anyone wanting to steam a locomotive must bring a current boiler certificate for inspection. OLCO does not carry insurance
cover of its own so all locomotive drivers are advised to ensure that they have adequate public liability insurance cover.
Members of a model engineering society may find that their society’s insurance will suffice. The host club will need to see
evidence of this.
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Food
Tea and coffee will be available throughout the day. A light lunch will be provided, if ordered in advance, at a cost of £5. As
usual, an early evening meal will be arranged at a local pub for those who can stay, probably at about 17:30. Again, this must
be arranged in advance.
Overnight Accommodation
There are several hotels in and around Hereford including the Travelodge and Premier Inn chains.
Event Organisation
If you’re interested, please contact the organiser, Andrew Neish, so that we know who will be attending, whether you’ll be
bringing a locomotive, and what food is required. E-mail lionsmeet@neish.org.uk
Home phone 01428 723 483 Mobile phone 07779 360 393
(Lionsmeet is an interesting and friendly event, with lots of food, steam and (usually) sunshine. Do please make every effort to
come along and support the event, the host club, the catering arrangements and meet lots of like minded people. Ed)

The Editor’s Bit

by John Hawley

This is my fortieth newsletter. I started with issue 35 in
November ‘94 and did the then maximum turn of 5 years to issue
47 in March ‘99. I returned in December ‘08 with issue 64 and
continued until this, the 90th issue. Now I feel I need a break, so I
have hung up my … oh, what can you hang up when ceasing
work on a computer? But never fear, I hope to provide fodder for
the next incumbent as time goes by. This is my second newsletter
done on LibreOffice – I still don’t like it!
Thank you for the many kind comments regarding LH. I’m sorry
if I’ve not replied if you wanted one, but perhaps you could send
me a reminder. If you’ve missed any recent issues, let me know.
I may be able to send by email, or send a reprint.
John Hawley, Rock House, Downside, Backwell, Bristol,
BS48 3DH. Tel: 01275 472023. Email: ringjph@talk21.com.
I must say I owe a huge debt of gratitude to all who went before
me: Charles Taylor-Nobbs, Peter Servis, Jan Ford, John
Brandrick and Bill Stubbs, who all introduced new layouts and
production methods. When I started, I typed on a BBC B, leaving

spaces for photographs. Letters were transcribed, phoned
messages remembered or scribbled down. Each page was printed
and the photos stuck onto their spaces. I then put each sheet into
a photocopier and churned out the necessary copies. In those
days it was all put into envelopes and posted – itself quite a big
task. Now – just bang away on the laptop, insert photos, paste
and copy emails and email the whole lot down to the local post
office, with a request for ‘n’ number of copies, (for those without
email) meantime emailing to those who don’t want piles of old
paper copies Lionsheart lying around - its easy! Or is it?
Computers have pretty comprehensive menus now and it’s
difficult sometimes to find the tool you need. It’s in there
somewhere …!
Meanwhile, I hope to keep in touch with the many friends I've
made around the world, both face to face, by email and by post.
Keep your notes coming in. I will pass on to the new Editor
anything which you would like to have published. I'm sure that
Lionsheart will be in safe hands for many years to come. Wonder
who'll do the 100th issue!

Please address all copy for Lionsheart 91 et seq to your new Editor:
Mr A Banks, 1 The Paddock, Vigo, Gravesend, Kent. DA13 0TE. Email: lionsheart@adrianbanks.plus.com.
I will repeat those details at the end of this newsletter.

Minutes of AGM2018

by Jan Ford

Minutes of Old Locomotive Committee 33rd Annual General Meeting
Venue: Museum of Liverpool, Pier Head, Liverpool Waterfront, Liverpool, L3 1DG.
Date: Saturday, 14th April 2018
Members present:

Adrian Banks
Jackie Buckley
Bob Hayter
John Oliver

John Brandrick
Jan Ford
Martyn Lane
Jon Swindlehurst

Sharon Brown
Dave Forrest
John Mills
William Taylor

Brian Buckley
John Hawley
Peter Mountford
Peter Webb

Notices:
The Notice of A.G.M. and Agenda together with the Minutes of the previous A.G.M. had been circulated to all members in
‘Lionsheart’ 89.
Agenda:

1.

1.
2.
3.
4.

Welcome by Chairman
Apologies for Absence
Minutes of 32nd AGM
Chairman’s Report

5.
6.
7.
8.

Treasurer’s Report
Election of Officers
Lionsmeet 2018
Any other business.

Welcome by Chairman:
At 12 noon, prior to the A.G.M., the Chairman introduced a special talk about ‘Lion’ given by historian and author Anthony
Dawson describing the design and build of the locomotive and her various patents, also giving a glimpse of engine driving
life in the 1830s.
The Chairman formally opened the A.G.M. at 1.30 p.m. and welcomed those attending.
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2.

Apologies for Absence:

Apologies for absence were notified to the meeting as follows:John Coop (Canada)
Tony Parsons
David Royle

Rich Garich (USA)
Harrye Frowen

Jock Miller
(New Zealand)

John Hunter
John Griffiths

The Chairman reflected on the sad deaths of three members:Alan Bibby, of Blackburn, Lancs;
Barrie Larke, of Plealy, Shrewsbury;
David Neish, of Great Bookham, Leatherhead.
All were long term members and had contributed in various ways to OLCO events and to the groups fund of knowledge.
They will be missed at our meetings.
Those attending stood briefly in remembrance.
3.

Minutes of the 32nd A.G.M.:

The Minutes of the 32nd A.G.M. had been previously circulated to Members. The minutes were accepted unanimously by
those present, with no matters arising.
4.
Chairman’s Report 2018.
Firstly, it is my sad duty to report the deaths of three members
since last year’s AGM. Alan Bibby died a few days after last
year’s Lionsmeet. Alan was a very supportive member of
OLCO. His obituary appeared in Lionsheart 89. Also reported
in LH 89 was the death of Barrie Larke. More recently, about
two weeks ago, we learned of the death of David Neish one of
OLCO’s original members from its inception in 1984. I have
written on behalf of OLCO to Mrs Neish, to his son, Andrew
who is our Lionsmeet Organiser and to Guildford MES where
David was a member, to express our sympathy with their
loss.
Membership stands at around 65 and we are still recruiting
new members, 7 being welcomed in LH 89. In 1999, there
were 45 members which rose to a maximum of just above 80
about four years ago.
Exhibitions; Since the last AGM, we have had stands at
Doncaster and Bristol. We did not attend Alexandra Palace
after the unnecessary unpleasantness from one of the
organisers last year and true to her promise, we were not
invited this year. It is very unlikely we will attend in the
future which is to be regretted as we no longer have a
presence for the benefit of our members in the Southeast. We
should be at the Manchester Model Engineering exhibition to
be held at Oldham next February.
I have mentioned in the past the possibility of attending
exhibitions other than Model Engineering events, such as the
Warley Model Railway exhibition at the NEC which includes
a wide variety of club stands and bearing in mind that Lion is
also modelled in gauge 1 and O gauge. As always it is
dependant on support from the membership.
Website; Alan Banks continues to do an excellent job on our
behalf to keep it attractive.
Your chairman has been better this year at contacting Alan to
post the dates of OLCO events on the site.
Lionsheart; John Hawley continues to do us proud with an
enjoyable, well presented and very readable newsletter. There
is no doubt that the editor’s job is the most onerous of all the
OLCO officers and we might look at ways of making the job

easier. I do not think that the importance of Lionsheart to our
membership can be overemphasised.
Lionsmeet 2017; Leyland SME kindly hosted our meeting last
year which was well attended by members despite there being
only three Lions on the track. However, much credit is due to
those who did run as David and Andrew Neish travelled up
from Guildford and Adrian Banks made the trip from Kent.
What really impressed me was the exhibition of Lions under
construction and the useful discussions which were generated.
There were at least four Lions on show so ensuring future
participants in the event. Our thanks are due to our hosts at
Leyland who made us most welcome, to those who attended
and to Jan Ford for her customary excellent report of the
day’s activities. Jan’s reports are, in my view, worthy of
submission to Model Engineer or Engineering in Miniature.
This year’s Lionsmeet will be by courtesy of the Hereford
MES on Saturday 28th of July.
Future Projects; We have discussed a successor to the
‘Yellow Book’ on Lion at the last few AGM’s with little
progress apart from the chairman’s informal discussions with
Simon Castens who is the proprietor of The Titfield
Thunderbolt bookshop in Bath and now the editor of Wild
Swan Books. Simon was quite positive about collaborating
with a new book on Lion and is in fact working on a book
about the making of the film. However, things have taken a
significant step forward following a meeting between your
chairman and Anthony Dawson who is a railway historian
and involved with Manchester Museum of Science and
Industry. Anthony has six books on early railway to his credit
and has carried out a lot of excellent research on Lion’s early
history as the basis for a new book on Lion and has signed a
contract for the book with his publisher. He has very kindly
invited OLCO to collaborate with the book.
The other project, which we have discussed for the last few
years, following the suggestion by our late President, EF
Clark, is a model of Lion as it was in use as a stationary
pumping engine at Prince’s Graving Dock, Liverpool. This
would commemorate the many years Lion spent performing
this duty and in the condition in which it was examined by the

4

original Old Locomotive Committee of the Liverpool
Engineering Society. It would also serve as a memorial to our
late President. We have discussed the acquisition of a suitable
3 1/2 inch Lion chassis as the basis for this and one has
become available. Should the meeting vote to purchase it, this
project can at last, make some progress.
So, OLCO has plenty to do particularly in the field of
research as set out in our constitution.
Finally, as always, thanks to all the officers of OLCO without
whose efforts OLCO simply would not exist.

Thank you to Sharon Brown, Curator of Land Transport, for
her kindness in hosting our meeting. It is much appreciated
and so easy to take it for granted that we should be able to
meet here in the Museum at Liverpool and unthinkable that it
could be anywhere but in company with Lion.
Very finally, thanks to all the members who have taken the
trouble to travel to Liverpool to attend this meeting.
John Brandrick. Chairman Old Locomotive Committee.

5. Treasurer’s Report:
Copies of the Treasurer’s Report were studied by those present. The membership is currently 70. There was a brief discussion
of the costs of distributing printed copies of Lionsheart to the (approximately 10) members who cannot accept the e-mail.
Acceptance of the Report was proposed by John Brandrick, seconded by John Hawley accepted unanimously by those present.
6.

Election of Officers:

There being no alternative candidates for the Executive Offices of Chairman, Treasurer/Membership Secretary, Minute
Secretary, Lionsmeet co-ordinator and Webmaster, other than those currently serving, John Brandrick suggested re-electing the
present holders. This was proposed by Peter Mountford, seconded by John Hawley and carried by a substantial majority. John
Hawley had previously expressed his wish to stand down as Lionsheart Editor because of other commitments and after some
discussion, Adrian Banks offered to produce at least one edition a year. His election was proposed by John Brandrick,
seconded by Jan Ford and carried unanimously. The Chairman expressed the thanks of the society to John Hawley for his
excellent work.
The Officers are now:John Brandrick, Chairman.
Jon Swindlehurst, Treasurer/Membership Secretary.
Adrian Banks, ‘Lionsheart’ Editor.

7.

Jan Ford, Minute Secretary.
Andrew Neish, ‘Lionsmeet’ Co-ordinator.
Alan Banks, Webmaster.

Lionsmeet 2018:
As reported above, the 2018 ‘Lionsmeet’ will be held on the 28 th July at the Hereford Society of Model Engineers,
Broomy Hill, Hereford HR4 0LJ. Their website is at https://hsme.co.uk/. The Hereford Society is adjacent to the
Waterworks Museum Hereford. The Museum will be open on 28 th July and both open and also steaming on Sunday 29 th
July. The Museum website is at http://www.waterworksmuseum.org.uk/.

8.

Any Other Business.
a)

There are currently no applicants for the Charles Taylor Nobbs Trophy. There was a brief discussion of the criteria
used for judging a model which the Chairman would like to see circulated in a future edition of Lionsheart.

b) The Chairman reported that Michael Bailey is writing a book on the history of Kitsons.
c)

Regarding the Lion in the Pumphouse model, the Chairman reported that he believed that he held an option on the
purchase of a part-built 3.5 inch Lion. After some discussion of the likely difficulties in completing the project and
the possibility of obtaining ‘STEM’ funding to assist, the meeting authorized the Chairman to seek to purchase the
model for the asking price of £375 or less.

d) The Chairman confirmed that OLCO would provide a stand at the Oldham Exhibition on 23rd/24th February 2019.
e)

There was discussion of the need to provide support to the magazine editor in terms of locating and purchasing
suitable publishing software. John Mills proposed that a sum of £400 be authorized. This was seconded by John
Brandrick and authorized by the meeting.

f) The Chairman stated that it was hoped that Anthony Dawson would delivery a talk on ‘Planet’ at the next A.G.M.
g) It was proposed by the Chairman that Anthony Dawson be made an honorary member of OLCO. This motion
carried unanimously.

9.

Meeting Closure
There being no further business, the Chairman closed the meeting, thanking all those involved in making the meeting
such a success.
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Chairman’s Message
Much of what I would have included in this column has
already appeared in Chairman’s Report in the Minutes of the
recent AGM and so does not need repeating but some of the
items need to be updated.
Firstly, I mentioned in the last Lionsheart my meeting with
Anthony Dawson last August and how impressed I was by his
research into Lion’s early history. I was particularly pleased,
therefore, to learn earlier this year that Sharon Brown,
Curator of Land Transport at Liverpool had invited Anthony
to speak to us before this year’s AGM. This was the answer to
my prayer as I have been trying to think of something to make
attendance at the AGM more attractive. Anthony’s talk
certainly achieved that as we had a really good turnout and, in
addition, we’re pleased to welcome members of the staff at
Manchester Museum of Science and Industry. Anthony is a
regular volunteer at MOSI involved with the steaming of the
Planet replica, complete with period engineman’s attire, much
too smart to call overalls! So, in addition to being a railway
historian, he is a competent engineman. Not only that, he has
a degree in music, is an accomplished organist and plays in
the Mill Hill Chapel, Leeds where the congregation in the
past included James Kitson and probably Richard Peacock,
later of Beyer Peacock. Anthony’s lecture was most
interesting and enlightening and very well received. His
researches are to be the basis of a new book on the history of
Lion and he has very thoughtfully invited us to contribute a
chapter on the history of the Old Locomotive Committee. So
another prayer has been answered, the new book on Lion to
succeed the ‘Yellow Book’ and in very competent hands.
Anthony hopes to get the book finished by the end of the year
so OLCO had better get cracking on our bit!
It was especially appropriate that Anthony was unanimously
voted honorary membership of OLCO at the AGM in
recognition of his research.
OLCO’s other project has moved forward. The AGM voted to
purchase the 3 1/2” gauge chassis from Steam Workshop.

This had been for sale for some time but in the usual way of
things there had been some recent interest in it. However,
Simon of Steam Workshop very kindly agreed to reserve it
for us pending the vote at the AGM as he felt our project was
worthwhile. It is intended to have the chassis on display on
our stand at Doncaster and an explanation of our project to
show what Lion looked like whilst working as a stationary
pump and how it appeared to members of the Liverpool
Engineering Society when they inspected it with a view to
preservation in 1928.
I look forward to meeting our members at the exhibitions at
Doncaster in May and Bristol in August. I have written to
Andrew Charman of Engineering in Miniature and Geoff
Theasby of Model Engineer to publicise this year’s Lionsmeet
at Hereford and hope to get a really good turnout. It will
however be a poignant occasion as we will no longer have the
pleasure of David Neish’s company. I don’t think he ever
missed a Lionsmeet.
Finally, your Chairman’s prayer was answered yet again this
year when his worst nightmare turned into reality. John
Hawley who has done a really wonderful job in producing
Lionsheart announced that he would not be standing for reelection as he is struggling to find time to work on his Lion
and is contemplating a house move. I think we all owe John a
huge debt of gratitude for his hard work over the last few
years. Each issue of LH was always something to look
forward to and enjoy. So, many thanks John. You did a fine
job. Well, John’s retirement was my nightmare but my
desperate prayer was answered by Adrian Banks who
volunteered to take on the vital job. So many thanks Adrian
and good luck. Please send him plenty of articles to publish!
John Hawley has kindly offered to get LH90 out to ease our
new editor into his role. I am sure he will prove a worthy
successor.
I hope to see as many as possible in the next few months.
Best wishes, - John Brandrick.

List of OLCO Stock

by John Hawley

OLCO carries a stock of interesting ‘items for sale’, which is published from time to time, space permitting. If anything
catches your eye and you would like to order, please write, ring or email and I will bring it along to our next event, be it the
AGM or Lionsmeet. I can post things, of course, but that will incur charges which I will advise at the time of order.
Item
Title & Details
1 Railways in England 1826 & 1827 (Hard cover 89pp)
A fascinating account at a bargain price. See pp 43 for an
account of the Liverpool & Manchester Railway.
2

3

Author, etc
Oeynhausen
& Dechen

Price each (£)
5.00

Railways Began Here (Soft cover 17pp)
Paul Rees
0.50
Stations of the Liverpool & Manchester Railway on Merseyside.
(‘the world’s first real railway’),
George Parker Bidder (Hard cover 518pp)
E F Clark
21.00
Describes the life of OLCO Past President E F Clark’s Great Great
Grandfather.Bidder and James Kitson (of Todd, Kitson & Laird, builders of Lion), were contemporaries and knew each
other. Kitson is mentioned in the book. Bidder had connections with Crewe in that he was Engineer to the North
Staffordshire Railway which had a branch to Crewe from Kidsgrove.
To purchase any of the above items, contact the retiring Editor. See Retiring Editor’s Contact Details on page 10.
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Dates for your Diary
1. Lionsmeet - 28th July at the track of Hereford Model Engineering Society, HR4 0LJ. Time – from 10am. See page 2.
2. We hope to visit the nearby Hereford Waterworks Museum (open on 28th July and both open and also steaming on Sunday
29th July). The Museum website is at http://www.waterworksmuseum.org.uk/.
3. And the Three Choirs festival is in Hereford this year, from 28th Jul - 4th Aug. https://3choirs.org/the-festival/hereford-2018/
4. Bristol Model Engineering & Hobbies Exhibition. Fri 17th –Sun 19th Aug 2018. See page 7.
Location: Thornbury Leisure Centre, Thornbury, Bristol, BS35 3JB.
Website: http://www.bristolmodelengineers.co.uk. Times: Fri: 10am - 5pm; Sat: 10am - 5pm; Sun: 10am - 4pm

Modern Greenies …
(Sorry, but I can’t recall who sent this in, so apologies to the ‘anonymous’ contributor. - Ed)
Checking out at the supermarket, the young cashier suggested to the much older woman, that she should bring her own grocery
bags because plastic bags weren't good for the environment.
The woman apologised and explained, "We didn't have this ‘green thing’ back in my earlier days."
The young cashier responded, "That's our problem today – your generation did not care enough to save our environment for
future generations."
She was right -- our generation didn't have the 'green thing' in its day.
Back then, we returned milk bottles, lemonade bottles and beer bottles to the shop. The shop sent them back to the plant to be
washed and sterilised and refilled, so it could use the same bottles over and over.
So they really were recycled.
But we didn't have the "green thing" back in our day.
Grocery shops bagged our groceries in brown paper bags, that we re-used for numerous things, most memorable besides
household bags for rubbish, was the use of brown paper bags as book covers for our schoolbooks. This was to ensure that
public property (the books provided for our use by the school), was not defaced by our scribblings. Then we were able to
personalise our books on the brown paper bags.
But too bad we didn't do the "green thing" back then.
We walked up stairs, because we didn't have a lift in every supermarket, shop and office building. We walked to the local shop
and didn't climb into a 300 horsepower machine every time we had to go half a mile.
But she was right. We didn't have the "green thing" in our day.
Back then, we washed the baby's Terry Towel nappies because we didn't have the throwaway kind. We dried clothes on a line,
not in an energy-gobbling machine burning up 3 kilowatts – wind and solar power really did dry our clothes back in our early
days. Kids had hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, not always brand-new clothing.
But that young lady is right; we didn't have the "green thing" back In our day.
Back then, we had one radio or TV in the house - not a TV in every room and the TV had a small screen the size of a big
handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the size of Scotland In the kitchen. We blended and stirred by hand because we
didn't have electric machines to do everything for us. When we packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used wadded up
old newspapers to cushion it, not styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap. Back then, we didn't fire up an engine and burn petrol just
to cut the lawn. We pushed the mower that ran on human power. We exercised by working so we didn't need to go to a health
club to run on treadmills that operate on electricity.
But she's right; we didn't have the "green thing" back then.
We drank from a tap or fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic bottle every time we had a drink of
water. We refilled writing pens with ink instead of buying a new pen, and we replaced the razor blades in a razor instead of
throwing away the whole razor just because the blade got dull.
But we didn't have the "green thing" back then.
Back then, people took the bus and kids rode their bikes to school or walked instead of turning their Mums into a 24-hour taxi
service in the family's £50,000 ‘People Carrier’ which cost the same as a whole house did before the "green thing." We had
one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire bank of sockets to power a dozen appliances and we didn't need a computerised
gadget to receive a signal beamed from satellites 23,000 miles out in space in order to find the nearest pub!
But isn't it sad that the current generation laments how wasteful we old folks were just because we didn't have the "green
thing" back then?
Please forward this on to another selfish old person who needs a lesson in conservation from a smart*$@* young person…
We don't like being old in the first place, so it doesn't take much to piss us off...especially from a tattooed, multiple pierced
smart*$@* who can't work out the change without the cash register telling them how much it is!
Here endeth the bloody lesson!
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Crossword

by John Hawley

I had hoped to put this in LH89, but just didn’t have time. More craptic than cryptic, it may nevertheless waste some of your precious time.
Please note that the end of 24A ends in a black square. Sorry about that, but you try compiling a crossword!
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The Long Walkby John Brandrick & Adrian Banks
Photo 3.
OLCO Chairman John Brandrick (left) with your new
Editor, Adrian Banks and John’s dog Dan seen at the end
of the Coast to Coast path, having completed the rest in
previous years, about 41 miles from Lord’s Stone on the
Cleveland Way to Robin’s Hood Bay. The first day
included 8 miles on the formation of the Rosedale Railway,
worth looking it up on Wikipedia I think.
(www.rosedalerailway.orr.uk – Ed). It was a mineral line
operated by the N.E.R. up on the plateau reached by an
incline from the Whitby line. Dan was a little weary - I
understand he is named after Dan in the Titfield
Thunderbolt.
Photo by R Banks

The Bristol Exhibition

by John Hawley
th

Arranged for Friday to Sunday, 17 - 19 August at The Leisure Centre, Thornbury, BS35 3JB, this ever popular event has been
supported by OLCO for some years. We are by no means the largest stand, but we do try to have a variety of items of interest
available to display. This year I hope to have made a little progress on the Pumping Shed and, perhaps, to have started on my
own 7¼” Lion chassis. Members are welcome, in fact urged, to help to support us on the stand, both by bringing models
(complete or ‘in progress’) and/or to help to man the stand, engaging with members of the public who come by. Please contact
me in the first instance at ‘ringjph@talk21.com’, or tel 01275 472023.
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Tailpiece – for men only!

I’ve thoroughly enjoyed my time in
compiling Lionsheart. I hope I’ve given
my readers a few bits of interesting
reading.
BUT, it’s all down to those kind souls out
there who have, in their own time, sat
down and written of their experiences in
building their Lions.
Thank you, one and all.

Photo 4. I gather there are a few lads
kicking a ball around somewhere in
Russia. Well, I know nothing about it, but
I thought this might make a fitting
valedictory gesture from me at the end of
what has been a huge and enjoyable
learning curve.
Good luck to the lads in Russia. Aim high!
Of course, by the time you get this, it may
well be all over. Well, hope it was worth
it.
This image taken in the Cowper Arms,
(pronounced Cooper) in Hertfordshire.
Photo by John Hawley

Important Further Reading
If you would like to read earlier issues of Lionsheart, you can find them on the OLCO website:
http://www.lionlocomotive.org.uk/. (Better still, just click on the website at the top of the attached newsletter). When the site comes
up, click on ‘Resources’ at top right, then click on ‘Lionsheart’ from drop down list. Scroll down to find ‘secure folder’ and click
that. You will be asked for a username, which is: ‘oldlocomotive’ and a password, which is: ‘lion1838’. Just like that, all lower case.
Happy reading.
And, what’s more – you can now get the whole of our website on your tablet, smartphone, or whatever, thanks to sterling work
behind the scenes by our webmaster, Alan Banks. (No relation to your new Editor – Ed) The format varies a bit from device to
device, as you’d expect, but what a very good and useful development. Thank you Alan.
Jan Ford has a very good and varied website. She writes: ‘… my 35 blog posts about OLCO are still at
https://janfordsworld.blogspot.com/search/label/OLCO and there are 22 albums of pictures about OLCO
https://www.flickr.com/photos/janfordsworld/collections/72157627823634138/. … the album 'Lion - Up Close and Personal' ...
now has 131 pictures at https://www.flickr.com/photos/janfordsworld/sets/72157626333680696/.
Displaying pictures on a variety of devices is quite demanding for 'Flickr' (now owned by SmugMug - the names go from bad to
worse) and also exposes users to a variety of 'exploits' by malware unless security is an integral part of the software. So I'm afraid
'Flicker' only support certain Browsers and only more recent versions of those browsers. The current list of supported software is:
https://www.flickr.com/supportedbrowsers.
Although it's 3 years old, there's an interesting article on the 'Flickr' blog outlining the problems they face.
I rate 'Flickr' a good host site - I've over 90,000 of my pictures on various topics there ...’
There’s an interesting few minutes of Lion video at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yWr11nEZdVc, with the late Keith
Chegwin doing a useful commentary.
If you like woodwork, have a look at: https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=5JVcE8gho4k, where you see the story of the manufacture
of heavy (1,080 lb) wooden wheels for Borax wagons.

Contributions to Lionsheart
We are always glad to receive your notes, comments, articles, pictures, etc. Please consider that all or part may be published, and the
Editor reserves the right to edit them. Please submit in simple Word format, preferably with photos & sketches sent separately. In
descending order of preference they should be:
a) typed on a computer and emailed;
b) typed on a computer then printed and sent by post;
c) typed on a typewriter and sent by post, or
d) if you’re really desperate , try a good old fashioned handwritten letter.
Just run a spell checker over your computer work first though and always read through what you’re sending, even if hand written, to
avoid subsequent mis-understandings.
The advantage of sending photos by email is overwhelming – they can be put straight into the document, scaled, cropped and all sorts,
getting a ‘first generation’ print. If you send a photo by post, it has to be scanned (losing quality) and returned to you, which cannot be
guaranteed. Photos which have been printed onto plain paper and sent just don’t work, especially via the scanning process. When
sending pictures, please include the photographers name, or details of the publication from which it was taken, so that proper
accreditation can be given.
(Also, please, if you change postal or email address, don’t forget to let the editor know!)

Incoming Editor’s Contact Details:
Mr A Banks, 1 The Paddock, Vigo, Gravesend, Kent. DA13 0TE. Email: lionsheart@adrianbanks.plus.com.
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